This article-based PhD project has as its focus the reading preferences, activities, motivation and engagement of Namibian
pre-adolescent learners. Firstly, it investigated the Namibian landscape and determined the opportunities and challenges to
promote reading for pleasure in both rural and urban areas across Namibia. A second phase focused on urban readers in one
specific region where aspects of the reading activity and motivation, as well as the relationships of these factors to reading
achievement, are discussed. The third phase captured views of learners on reading for pleasure strategies in one school. The
findings confirm and add to the existing research on adolescent readers. Reader preferences and views should be acknowledged

when designing reading programmes, e.g. by recognising the importance of reading fiction when addressing reading motiva-

tion and achievement. It also points to the importance of including reading motivation and engagement as part of the reading
process. This study, specifically, adds to the scant research regarding reading motivation and engagement in African contexts,
and highlights the need to address the unequal opportunities of Namibian children to develop as readers.
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